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REMARKS 

Present Status of the Application 

The FINAL Office Action rejected claims 1-3, Specifically, the Office Action rejected 
claims 1-3 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Irino (JP 6-33886). Applicants have 
amended claim 1 without introducing any new matter. Claims 1-3 remain pending in the 
present application, and reconsideration of those claims is respectfully requested. 

Discussion of Office Action Rejections 

Claims 1-3 are rejected by the following examiners allegation. The applicant is arguing 
that the additional heat exchangers in independent claim one would put the claim in condition 
for allowance. However, in Fig.l, Irino teaches a two-stage compressor, connected to at least 
two exchangers ( 28, and 2a, b, c in Fig 2) and depressurizing means( 3, Fig 2). 

In response thereto, applicants still consider that the examiner's rejection has no ground and 
provide the following arguments. First of all, from paragraph [0036]-[0041] in the specification 
of the present invention, there discloses processes of a heating operation. Especially, in 
paragraph [0038] lines 6-8, there discloses "By the operation of the roller 46 and the valve 50, 
the second stage compression is performed and the refrigerant gas is subjected to a high pressure 
and high temperature." Furthermore, in paragraph [0041] lines 1-2, there discloses" Therefore, 
during the heating operation, the refrigerant does not flow to the intermediate cooling circuit 150 
by using the three-way valve 162." Therefore, to more clarify the functionalities of the present 
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invention, the claim 1 is amended to include" a second valve device for inhibiting a heated 
refrigerant from the second rotary compression element to pass through the intermediate cooling 
circuit before entering one of the two heat exchangers during the heating operation." as claimed 
in the amended claim 1. 

The conclusion of being anticipated by the prior art must be made on that the present 
invention performs the same function as that the prior art (hereinafter, referred to Irino) in the 
same way (or via the same structure) as that of Irino to obtain the same result as that of Irino. In 
the function's regard, Irino only performs a cooling function used in very low temperature 
refrigerator. However, the present invention performs not only the cooling function but a heating 
function, as recited in line 3 in the amended claim 1. As a result, in terms of function, the present 
invention is distinct from Irino. Moreover, in the way's regard, Irino fails to teach, suggest or 
disclose" a second valve device for inhibiting a heated refrigerant from the second rotary 
compression element to pass through the intermediate cooling circuit before entering one of the 
two heat exchangers during the heating operation." as claimed and featured in the amended claim 
1. As a result, the structure of the present invention is distinct from that of Irino. Finally, in the 
functionality's regard, as described in the specification, the present invention can function as 
both a air-conditioner and a heater; however, Irino only can function as a refrigerator. That is, 
Irino can not obtain the same result as the present invention. Therefore, the amended claim 1 is 
not anticipated by Irino. In other words, the amended claim 1 is patentable over Irino under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b). 

With respect to dependent claims 2 and 3, no matter whether these two claims are 
conventional, they are patentable as a matter of law for at least the following reason that they 

Page 5 of 7 

• RCVDAT 3/18/2005 6:49:14 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * 8VR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 « DN18: 8729308 • CSID: 19495600809 • DURATION (mm-ss):02O8r-77- 


3-18-05; 4:39PM; 


; 1 9496600809 


Application No.: 10/683,758 Docket No.: JCLA12019-R 

contain all features of their base independent amended claim 1 . 

For at least the foregoing reasons, applicants respectfully submit that independent claim 1 
patently define over the prior art references, and should be allowed. For at least the same 
reasons, dependent claims 2-3 patently define over the prior art references as well. 
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CONCLUSION 

For at least the foregoing reasons, it is believed that all the pending claims 1-3 of the 
present invention patently define over the prior art and are in proper condition for allowance. If 
the Examiner believes that a telephone conference would expedite the examination of the 
above-identified patent application, the Examiner is invited to call the undersigned. 


Respectfully submitted, 
J.C. PATENTS 

Date: g^_g/gfgT U Q\ 

Jiawei Huang ^ 
4 Venture, Suite 250 Registration No. 43,330 

Irvine, CA 9261 8 
Tel.: (949) 660-0761 
Fax: (949)-660-0809 
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